
Why The Co-operators is right for you.
Our commitment to personalized service, together with the most recognized 
insurance brand in Canada, makes The Co-operators a clear choice for your 
insurance needs.

The Co-operators has over 65 years of history as a co-operative. Our focus extends 
beyond increasing profits and share values to a concern for satisfying the needs of 
our clients, Member-Owners, staff members and communities. We are pleased to 
provide members of AFA with exclusive coverage and savings including:

 Enhanced Farm Insurance Coverage: Available on Co-operators Farm insurance 
policies, this benefit gives you up to 24 additional coverage options and increased 
policy limits. This additional protection is valued at $300, but is available for a cost 
of only $25.

 Farm and Home Loss Experience Discounts: These discounts are applied on renewing 
Co-operators Farm and Home insurance policies when group claims experience has 
been favourable.

 Discounted Travel Insurance†: Enjoy a 15% discount on travel medical insurance plans. 
There is no age limit and coverage is available worldwide 24 hours a day, 365 days 
a year. 

 Service Fee Savings On Auto And Home Insurance: Waiver of electronic funds 
transfer (EFT) service fees on Home insurance for members paying by pre-authorized 
debit from their financial institution.

 Enhanced Home Insurance Coverage: Claims Forgiveness and availability of 
EnviroguardTM and Better Limits Home insurance endorsements.

 Group Insurance: A competitive member insurance plan offering medical, dental,  
life and disability coverage.  Call 1-888-761-7851 for more information.

To learn more, contact a Co-operators Financial Advisor and identify yourself as  
a member of AFA.

The Co-operators Member 
Benefits Program for the  

Alberta Federation of 
Agriculture (AFA)

Get the insurance coverage you need  
and enjoy special benefits

AFA has worked together with The Co-operators 
to bring you access to a special member  

benefits program.   

Please review the insurance benefits available to you.  
For further information, contact The Co-operators and 

identify yourself as a member of AFA.

 †Discount available only on non-medically underwritten policies.

Group benefit plans underwritten by Co-operators Life Insurance Company.

Travel insurance is administered by TIC Travel Insurance Coordinators Ltd.,  
underwritten by companies within member companies of The Co-operators 
Group Limited.
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BE IT RESOLVED that Alberta Federation of Agriculture:
advocate that Canadian Grain Commission inspectors perform inward inspections on producer cars, •	
with fees applied to the producer.
encourage the Canadian Grain Commission to extend the deadline to 10 days for re-inspection of a •	
producer car sample.
initiate discussions with livestock producer groups and government to develop a standardized •	
contract for livestock sales in Alberta between producers and slaughter facilities.
urge the provincial government to expand wildlife damage compensation to include swath and winter •	
forage grazing.
urge the provincial government to extend the hunting season in areas where ungulates create •	
significant damage to crops, property and vehicles.
investigate their role in the development and delivery of a farm safety program for producers.•	
urge the provincial government to require that the Alberta Utilities Commission review the current •	
8.75% guaranteed ROR granted to electrical Transmission and Distribution utilities and reduce it to 
make it current with prevailing market-based RORs with similar risk and investment.
ask that the provincial government require the Alberta Utilities Commission to implement •	
performance-based regulation that requires the electrical Transmission and Distribution utilities to 
demonstrate ongoing efficiency increases before granting a guaranteed ROR.
request that the provincial government require a “needs assessment” be conducted (at the •	
developer’s cost) before new wind turbine licenses are granted. The assessment must satisfy the 
Alberta Electrical System Operator that additional capacity is needed, and costs for electrical system 
reinforcement are justified at the site.
advocate that “Farmers’ Privilege” be enshrined in the Plant Breeders’ Rights legislation.•	
advocate that the variety registration recommendations of •	
the Working Committees of the Prairie Grain Development 
Committee be accepted by the Minister of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada.
support the research funding model for varietal development •	
proposed by Alberta Seed Growers and other interested 
Prairie farm groups, allowing strong producer input and 
funding.
advocate that the Canadian Plant Breeders’ Rights Act •	
incorporate “endpoint levies” on commercial grain sales 
by a producer-controlled organization which would collect 
levies and allocate them to research.

United Nations celebrates
family farms in 2014

In November 2013, the United Nations designated 2014 as the International Year of Family Farming 
to recognize the potential of family farmers to eradicate hunger and preserve natural resources.
According to José Graziano da Silva, Director-General of the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO): “Nothing comes closer to the sustainable food production paradigm than family 
farming. Family farmers usually run non-specialized, diversified agricultural activities that give them 
a central role in securing environmental sustainability and preserving biodiversity.
Around the world, the FAO will celebrate family farms as a significant component of world food 
security, a critical boost to local economies and a key to the well-being of the rural environment.
This year, Albertans will come together to celebrate our province’s family farms through Open Farm 
Days on August 23 and 24. It’s a provincial celebration of food, farms and rural families. For more 
information visit www.albertafarmdays.com.

At the AFA AGM in January, J.P. Gervais, Chief 
Agricultural Economist for Farm Credit Canada, 
outlined some key issues around international trade 
affecting Alberta and Canada.
He pointed to the EU trade deal with Canada – and 
the fact that China continues to grow its economy 
at 7.7% – as opportunities for agriculture and 
food producers. Domestically, Gervais indicated that 
strong immigrant inflows to Canada each year are 
also a bright spot for agriculture.

UPDATE ON INTERNATIONAL
TRADE OPPORTUNITIES

Darren Chase, Executive Director of Policy, Strategy 
and Intergovernmental Affairs for Alberta Agriculture and 
Rural Development (ARD), said Alberta’s trade offices in 
foreign countries provide expertise for Alberta companies 
wishing to access market opportunities overseas.
For more information on what ARD’s Growing Forward 2 
program is doing in terms of international work, visit 
www.growingforward.alberta.ca. The GF2 Spring  2014 
newsletter, Agri-Business Forward, covers some of these 
activities and will be available online by the end of April.
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